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Plates
The plates accompanying this work are placed separately on a website. This has the advantage that high-quality colour digital images can be made available to the user without the book becoming too expensive. Moreover, the traditional series of largely black-and-white plates is far less successful in revealing either the character or the detail of a manuscript to the reader. The plates may all be viewed at www.cambridge.org/ parker.
A * is placed in the text where a plate is provided. I have confined the plates largely to the sections where I describe the development of text formats, namely chapters 1, 5 and 6. The following are the images: A number of these colleagues read this book in draft and offered encouragement, corrections and improvements. The staff of Cambridge University Press have, as ever, been helpful in many ways.
At one stage I even considered dedicating this book to all New Testament textual critics, living and departed. However, I was reminded of a promise made in the days when we read picture books together, that when I wrote one myself I would dedicate it to my children. So this book is for Louise, James, John and Alison. 
Abbreviations
This list contains abbreviations, and short titles of works cited in more than one chapter. If a work is cited more than once only within a few pages, the short title is easily understood and is not listed here. 
